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Constitution

Article I. Name

Section 1. INTERNATIONAL BALLIS-
TICS SOCIETY.

Article II.  Objectives

-
science of ballistics

Section 2.  Objectives.  

Section 3.  Historic Basis for the International Ballistics Society.  

Article III.  Membership

Section 1.  Classes of Membership

Section 2.  Individual Membership.

Regular Member.

Student Member.
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 (c) Senior Member. Senior members have at least eight years of membership in the 
  society. It is the responsibility of the member to maintain evidence of continu-
  ous membership. The Board of Directors may establish alternative criteria to 

  of the society. 

 (d) Fellow Member.  Fellow membership is conferred at the discretion of the Board 
  of Directors on those individuals who have rendered meritorious service to the 
  Society or to the science of ballistics. Fellow members have all privileges and 
  responsibilities of a regular member. Honorary membership status is retained 
  for the life of the individual selected. The Board of Directors may establish 

 (e) Ballistic Science Fellow. The Ballistic Science Fellow is awarded to those 
  individuals who have distinguished themselves within the ballistics community.  
  This award is typically given to individuals for numerous contributions to the 

  minimum of six members of the society must provide nomination 

Section 3.  Corporate Membership. 

thereof (hereinafter referred to as “corporations”) approved by the Board of Directors.  
Corporate members shall have the right to nominate employees to regular individual 

established by the Board of Directors.

Section 4.  Application for Membership.
be established by the Board of Directors of the Society.

Section 5.  Member in Good Standing.

Section 6.  Termination of Membership.

membership may be terminated by the Board of Directors for cause after due notice and 
opportunity to be heard. Rebate of dues because of termination of membership shall be at 
the discretion of the Board of Directors.
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Article IV.  Governing Body

Section 1.  Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors shall be the governing body of 
the Society.

Section 2.  Membership.

-
mum number of Directors shall be six (6).  The maximum number of Directors shall be 
twelve (12).  

Section 3.  Duties.  The powers and responsibilities of the Board of Directors shall 
include:

 (d) To appoint and supervise other committees to aid the Society in the discharge of 

  and corporate members of the Society.

 (h) To adopt an annual budget for the Society and to arrange for an annual review 
  of its accounts.

 (i) To conduct the publication program of the Society.

  arrangements for those meetings.

Section 4.  Term of Board Service. 

-
tions.  
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Article V. Officers

without honorarium.

Section 2.  Duties.

  responsibility for implementing the policies and directives of the Board of 
  Directors. The President shall preside over the Board of Directors and over 
  business meetings of the Society.  The President shall recommend to the Board 
  of Directors candidates for Chairman of the International Symposium on 

  President shall nominate one or more candidates as successor to the Board 
  of Directors.  

 (c) The Secretary shall be responsible for the general administration and 

  keep and maintain the minutes of the business meetings and the minutes of the 
  Board of Directors meetings.

  of Directors.

Section 4.  Vacancy.

Article VI.  Nominations and Elections

Section 1.  Nominations Committee.  The Board of Directors shall appoint a Nomi-

Committee shall be members of the Society.
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Section 2.  Nominations.  The Nominations Committee will submit to the Board of 
Directors for their consideration candidates for election to each position on the Board of 

the date of the general election.

general election.  Nominations by petition shall be accompanied by written acceptance of 
nomination by the nominee and biographical information concerning the nominee.

Section 3.  General Elections.  General elections shall be held to elect members of the 
Society to the Board of Directors to replace those directors whose term expires on the 

election and whose term does not expire on the date of the next general election.

 The exact number of board members elected will be established by the board of 
directors to be consistent with the minimum and maximum number of board members 

 General elections shall be held in conjunction with each International Symposium 
on Ballistics.  The date of the general election and the mechanics for holding the elec-
tion shall be set by majority vote of the Board of Directors.  General elections shall be by 
secret ballot.

 Ballots containing nominations for election to the Board of Directions shall be made 
-

ing the date of the general election.  Biographical information for each nominee shall 

of the Society shall be announced to all members in accordance with procedures estab-
lished by the Board of Directors. 

the last day of the symposium held in conjunction with the general election.

Article VII.  Committees

Section 1.  Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors shall be the governing body of 



6

Section 2.  Standing Committees.  Four standing committees shall be appointed by the 

committee members shall serve for one (1) term.

 (a) Nominations Committee.  The Nominations Committee shall have the 
  responsibility to recommend candidates for election to each position on the 

 (b) Membership Committee.

  and to maintain a current list of the membership.  The Secretary and Treasurer 
  shall be members of this committee.

 (c) Symposium Committee(s).  The Symposium Committee shall have the 

  Symposium on Ballistics) on behalf of the Society.  This symposium shall 

  approximately every eighteen (18) months.  The Symposium Committee will 

  members as designated by the Symposium Chairman.  The responsibilities of 

  one symposium committee may exist simultaneously.  Each will be associated 

 (d) Communications Committee. The communications committee shall have the 

  and the other committees.  

Section 3.  Other Committees.  The Board of Directors may establish other committees 

Board of Directors shall appoint the chairman and members of each such committee.

Article VIII.  Amendment of the Constitution

Section 1.  Amendments. 
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Directors.

Section 2.  “Letter” Ballots. 

date established for the ballot. The Board of Directors will approve the form of the bal-
-

Section 3.  Adoption. -

Article IX.  Income and Expenses

Section 1.  Income

(A)   Membership Dues.  The Board of Directors shall have the power to establish the 
dues of individual and corporate members of the Society. These dues shall be used to 
achieve the objectives of the society.

  Directors.  

 (b) The dues shall be paid by a date established by the Board of Directors.

  be dropped from membership.

(B)   Other Income. -

Section 2.  Society Operating Budget. The Board of Directors shall approve an annual 
operating budget. The Treasurer shall submit an annual operating budget to the Board of 
Directors by November 1 of each year. The operating budget shall be for the following 
calendar year: January 1 to December 31.

Section 3.  Society Expenses.  The Board of Directors shall implement procedures 

disbursement of society monies. The board will also establish procedures for tracking 
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Section 4.  Audit.  The Board of Directors shall appoint an auditor to provide an annual 

Article X.  Business Meetings

Section 1.  Business Meetings. There shall be a business meeting of the Society at least 
once each term.  The meetings shall be open to the general membership of the Society 

-

meeting shall be scheduled during the time of the symposium.

 The President of the Society shall preside over the business meeting. The business to 

-

Section 2.  Board of Directors Meetings. -
cers shall be held at such times and places as determined by the President to be necessary 

Section 3.  Minutes.
part of the record of the history of the Society.  They shall be recorded by the Secretary 

Article XI.  Technical Symposia

Section 1.  Symposium. -
ings for the interchange of technical information and ideas in order to foster an under-

is accomplished by holding the International Symposium on Ballistics (ISB). The ISB is 
to be held on approximately an eighteen (18) month interval at a time and place
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approved by the Board of Directors. The symposium shall be announced at least four 
years in advance of the meeting date.

Section 2.  Symposium Chairman.
the President and approved by at least a majority of the Board of Directors. The Sym-

Section 3.  Symposium Chairman—Duties.  The Symposium Chairman shall have the 
following responsibilities and duties:

  recommendations.

  approve these recommendations.

  Board of Directors shall approve this recommendation.

  not necessarily limited to:

  (2) Selecting papers for presentation.
  (3) Soliciting keynote or state-of-the-art review papers for presentation.

  (6) Determining the social agenda for the symposium.
  (7) Recommending to the Board of Directors the admission fee for the 
   symposium.

   submission of manuscripts.

 (e) Conduct the symposium.

  symposium.

Section 4.  Session Chairmen.  Session Chairmen shall be members of the Society. The 
-

ducting the symposium. The Session Chairmen shall have the responsibility for recom-
mending papers and presentations on technical content and relevance for their session.   

papers for award consideration.



10

Section 5.  Publications Chairman.  The Publications Chairman shall be a member of 

but not necessarily be limited to:

 (b) Recommendation of a publisher.

 (c) Preparation of an index to the proceedings.

 (d) Pre-publication editing of the manuscripts.

 (e) Submission of the manuscripts to the publisher.

Section 6.  Other Technical Meetings.  Other technical meetings may be held at the 

-
ity shall apply to the decision to hold a special meeting. If of general interest to the 

the meeting.

Article XII.  Parliamentary Authority

Section 1. Introduction.
-

term “member” shall mean those members who are eligible to vote.  Each voting member 

Section 2. Hierarchy of Rights
The basic premise of the procedural rules is that the majority has the right to decide and 

apply.
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  before the vote is taken.
 4. Speak only once on a motion until all others have had the opportunity to 
  speak once.

 7. Respect the rights of the minority.

Section 3. Motions

-
tion. (That simply means that the chairman re-states the seconded motion. Normally this 
is done by reading a written copy of the motion as recorded by the secretary or submitted 
by the individual making the motion. The idea is to be sure that everyone understands 
what motion is being considered.) This action by the chair places the motion before the 
members for consideration. It is then open to debate. In the interest of conducting busi-

issue. This may be implemented as a limited number of speakers with a limited amount 

proceed to the vote.

  o Show of Hands. Count if any doubt exists.
  o Secret Ballot. Used mostly for elections.

  o Two-thirds. Used only for actions that set a fundamental principle or 
   procedure. This would be used for constitutional amendments or if the rights 
   of a member were being reduced. 
  o Unanimous. No dissenting vote.
  o General Consent. The chairman assumes he has the consent of the members. 
   This is used as a shortcut in voting on items such as acceptance of minutes or 

   chair can ask if there are any corrections or additions. If no one offers any 
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Article XIII.  Publications

Section 1.  Proceedings of Symposia.

publication shall be made to ensure that the proceedings are printed by a reputable and 
established publishing house. The proceedings are to be archival. It is desirable that the 

journal.

Section 2.  Other Publications. -
tions. The manner in which these special publications are issued shall be determined at 

Section 3.  Distribution of Publications.  Publications of the Society shall be distributed 
upon such terms as the Board of Directors shall direct.

Article XIV.  Official Statements

Section 1.  The Society shall not be responsible for statements or opinions advanced by 
-

Article XV.  Tax-Exempt Status

Section 1.
-

II of the constitution and bylaws of the Society.

Article XVI.  Standing Rules and Guidelines

The Board of Directors may establish Standing Rules and Guidelines to provide organi-

of such a guideline is the “International Ballistics Society Guidelines for Hosting an In-
ternational Ballistics Symposium”.
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Article XVII.  Incorporation

The Board of Directors may determine that it is necessary to establish the society as a 

board of directors. 

Article XVIII.  Dissolution

Board of Directors.
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