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Amendments to the Federal Aviation Administration Authorization Act 

The Customs Brokers and International Freight Forwarders Association of Washington State (CBIFFAWS) opposes any amendments to the Federal Aviation Administration Authorization Act (FAAAA) that would change longstanding federal law and adversely impact harbor trucking.  We fully support the current program by the Ports of Seattle and Tacoma to improve air quality without the banning of independent owner-operator trucking firms.

Our members are customs brokers and international freight forwarders assisting importers and exporters by moving significant amounts of international commerce through all ports in Washington State.  As an integral part of the supply chain, the harbor trucking industry helps those same importers and exporters reach their markets in the state, the country, and the rest of the world.  Our members have an interest in ensuring that the harbor truckers operate safely and efficiently, and as local citizens we want to make them as environmentally responsible for our own families.

We have encouraged transportation providers to replace as quickly as possible the older harbor trucks with cleaner equipment.  Though the Ports of Seattle and Tacoma are still in the beginning stages of these programs, the success of the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach with their clean truck programs is something we expect to see within our own port within the next few years.  Those ports have reached an 80 percent reduction in diesel emissions two years ahead of schedule.  This is without any change to federal laws.  

In Seattle, just a few months since the beginning of the program, and well in advance of the first deadline on January 1, 2011, 60 truckers have already received the Port’s financial assistance and had their trucks scrapped.  With 25% of current trucks believed to require upgrading or scrapping, it would appear that the Port of Seattle is well on its way to reaching that goal.  This is without any change to federal laws.

In Tacoma, there is even better news - 90% of trucks calling at the Port of Tacoma have reached this goal well in advance of the deadline at the end of the year, with 6% of the trucks meeting the much tougher 2015 goal.  The trucks that have not yet reached the 2010 goal are mostly infrequent visitors to the Port (less than 10 visits a year).  This is without any change to federal laws.

We were surprised to hear in press releases by the Port of Los Angeles, the Teamsters, and the Coalition for Clean and Safe Ports that there is “A Hole in Security Big Enough to Drive a Truck Through” unless the FAAAA is updated.  With the Maritime Transportation Security Act (MTSA) of 2002, Congress established the Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) which is now a requirement at all port locations.  To obtain a TWIC, an individual must provide biographic and biometric information such as fingerprints, sit for a digital photograph and successfully pass a security threat assessment conducted by TSA. These cards are tamper-resistant biometric credentials issued to all workers (longshoremen, truckers, and port employees) requiring unescorted access to all secure areas of our nation’s ports and vessels.  The TWIC program is required for both the independent and employee truck drivers and has equal success in enrolling both groups to protect such vital areas to our infrastructure.  This is without additional change to federal laws.

CBIFFAWS believes that the environment, safety and efficiency of our ports will continue to be best served by maintaining the long-standing authority set forth in the FAAAA.  Any attempt to undermine the current laws will not improve air quality or port security, but would create a piecemeal regulatory structure that could indeed allow “A Hole in Security Big Enough to Drive a Truck Through.”
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