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OPEN WIDE…and Say “AAAAHHHHHHHH”
That is exactly what buyers were saying when experiencing the NEWLY 

expanded and renovated entrance into the International Floral and Gift Center 

from the Dallas Market Center Atrium. The Exquisite Entrance was revealed at 

the January Holiday and Home Expo. This wide, luxurious space, complete 

with contemporary seating and lighted signs welcomed and encouraged 

buyers in Dallas to check out the Largest Selection of Christmas, Permanent 

Botanicals and related Decorative Accessories under one roof!

Countless Showrooms were ready…revealing Valuable Success Strategies and 

Innovative NEW Products for the Savvy Buyers attending this year’s Holiday 

and Home Expo. You simply couldn’t miss RED…as portrayed in spectacular 

fashion by the Formal Entryway to Direct Export. Their Concept “bringing you 

HOME for the Holidays” was Innovative and refreshing; transporting you to a 

HOME within a showroom complete with an Ice Covered, Three Season Porch 

and Majestic Master Bedroom.

JANUARY’S
Holiday & Home Expo

Home for the Holidays. 

Dallas Market Center is the home of 
Christmas and at the June 2009 Dallas 
Total Home & Gift MarketSM there will 
be many events and displays to prove 
it. The Grand Pavilion at the Trade 
Mart will feature nine rooms fully 
furnished and completely decorated 
for Christmas. You won’t want to miss 
this spectacular display!

*If you are an exhibitor and would like 
your merchandise to be considered for 
the display, please email photos and 
a description to homefortheholidays@
dmcmail.com. You will be contacted 
if your merchandise is selected. 

Virtual MarketTM Now 
Available on afia.net

Virtual MarketTM is now available to 
view online at www.afia.net. With 
so much to see during the market, it 
is sometimes easy to forget all of the 
beautiful displays and merchandising 
from the fabulous showrooms within 
the IFGC. Now you can enter the 
showrooms again…VIRTUALLY with 
a 360º camera view. Direct Export, 
Arty, Jim Marvin, Regency and Pacific 
Sunshine are currently available 
online for you to view what you might 
have missed at the January 2009 
market. To view the Virtual MarketTM, 
go to www.afia.net then click on the 
links at the bottom.

continued inside...



A REVIEW WITH THOUGHTS BY J JANUARY  MARKET HIGHLIGHTS

Royal Green: IFGC 1F117

Winward: IFGC 1F215

Jim Marvin: 
WTC 221/239

Calisino: IFGC 1F115

Direct Export: IFGC 2F310

Snow and Ice were “HOT” Trends throughout the market 
and the Visual Display Merchandising at LINS capped 
this SNOW Covered Theme. With ICE Sculptures, Snow 
Covered Trees and Magical Mirrored Snowmen…WHITE 
Christmas moved forward with the Force of Glaciers!

Winward won Best Window display for a wide-open
presentation of Amaryllis dynamically displayed for the
Holidays. Imagine this unique Display complete with an 
Artistic Museum Quality WALL Sized portrait of Hip-
peastrum (that’s SCIENTIFIC for Amaryllis) by Renee’ 
Hinecke…Show Stopping!

Glass was expertly reinvented by the 
Artists at Diamond Star offering 
unique updates to clear glass fea-
turing cutouts and appliqués both 
contemporary and modern…
along with Incredible Hand 
blown Perfume Bottles in exquisite 
detail. 

A walk through the Interna-
tional Floral and Gift Center offers 
so many points of inspiration and 
Sparks the creativity of the artist 
within. Our Daily Discovery Tours 
highlight the BEST in SHOW at every 
Holiday and Home Expo.

My Trend Spotting Tour…showcasing the Best Trends for 
2009 included these great stops…white Lacquer Tables 
and SILVER Metallic Flowers at Royal Green, Blue 
Christmas Trees at Lincoln Imports, and the Crowd 
stopping Tear Drop LED Lights at Jim Marvin. Jim 
Marvin (also known as MR. Christmas) gave an Awe 
inspired look at creating Christmas for ANY mood, 
theme or color. Jim’s Hall of Nations Presentation thrilled 
hundreds of buyers and filled us all with the Christmas 
Spirit!

GOING Green is a HOT Topic of Discussion…buyers 
were searching out Recycled, Sustainable, Eco-friendly 
manufacturing, products and concepts. Exceptional 
examples were Recycled Glass Vases at LaLa Imports, 
EVA Foam Flowers at MECK and Royal Green, and Nat-
ural Fiber Ribbon at Reliant. Watch for MORE “Green” 
influenced products to appear as this “GREEN gets GOING” 
for 2009-10 and beyond!

The Display and Merchandising Tour hits the HOT Spots of 
HIGH DESIGN for Window Display that explodes throughout 
the market. This TOUR is NOT to be missed and showcases 
the World Class Spectacles created from Flower Artists from 
around the Globe. Marc Bass AIFD worked his magic with 
tra

Traditional Flair at Lincoln 
Imports, Chris Norwood 
AIFD put his ARTISTIC flare 
to work at ARTY, Royal 
Green Wowed us with 

WHITE and All-
state took our 

breath away (again) 
with Jaw dropping Displays! 
Inspired Design abounds 
throughout the IFGC. 

Christmas is the Focus of the January Holiday and Home 
Expo, and our Christmas Tree Tour showcases the CENTER 
of Attention for the Holiday Season. Whether you are 
searching out the latest Decorations, Twinkling LED Lights 
(* Another Important GREEN Product), or the TALLEST 
Trees around…the Christmas Discover tour takes you 
there! INSTA-Shape Trees from Autograph that “pop” 
out of the box shaped and Ready to decorate! LED light-
ing that dances to t or mimics the gentle snowfall on a 
winter evening…”hand crafted” and Elaborate Tree Deco-
rations…whatever your specific interest…this tour never 
disappoints. 

Tradition has come alive (again) for Christmas 2009…with 
Poinsettias, Santa, and RED and Green…this year we look 
to the past for Success in the Future, Embossed Sheer Poin-
settia at Calisino, Chartreuse Green (laser lime) Orna-
ments, Pillows and Table Runners from Farris Silk, and 
Santas by the SLEIGHLOAD from California Floral…
Traditional Christmas is the KEY!

Knowing your market and connecting with your Customers 
is the Success Solution for 2009…and the Dallas Market 
Center and International Floral Gift and Center have cre-
ated the MUST BE Destination for all your Christmas Pur-
chases. If you’re in the Christmas Business…Dallas is the 
Place to BE!



J Schwanke AIFD, PFCI, AAF, AFIA’s Design Expert
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Wednesday, June 24
All permanent showrooms open

Java Jumpstart
8:30 a.m., 1st Floor, IFGC
Buyers, jumpstart your day with a complimen-
tary cup of Starbucks coffee and a Krispy Kreme 
donut.

Thursday, June 25
Discovery Tour –
Permanent Botanicals for Plantscaping
9 a.m., Meet in IFGC Lobby
Join Design Expert J Schwanke on a tour of show-
rooms offering the newest of inherent fire retard-
ant trees, plants and other permanent botanicals 
used for commercial interiorscape installations 
for shopping malls, office complexes, hospitals, 
hotels, casinos and theme parks as well as resi-
dences.

Top 10 Picks – Color & Trends 
11:30 a.m., 1st Floor, IFGC

Take a break while J Schwanke, AFIA’s Design 
Expert, covers this season’s top colors & trends.
 
Seminar – Adding the Wow!
Noon, 1F324
Presenter:  Marc Bass AIFD
$5 includes box lunch
To compete in today’s market, you have to offer 
quality, value and uniqueness.  Watch Marc 
Bass put his ingenuity to work creating floral 
arrangements with lots of pizzazz using clever 
mechanics, interesting materials, add-ons and 
out-of-the-box thinking.     
 
Top 10 Picks – Stems & Pre-Mades 
4 p.m., 1st Floor, IFGC

J Schwanke shares his top choices for stems and 
pre-made arrangements.  Don’t miss it!

Big Cash Giveaway  
4 p.m., 1st Floor, IFGC
Shop Holiday & Home Expo for your chance to 
win $500.  Just turn in a purchase order from 
any Holiday & Home Expo exhibitor to be 
entered into the drawing. 
  
It’s Party Time!
6-7:30 p.m., IFGC
Join your fellow buyers and exhibitors for refresh-
ments, live entertainment and fun networking. 

Friday, June 26
8:30 a.m. Christmas & Floral FINDS (formerly 
Holiday & Home Expo Temporaries) open 
 
Java Jumpstart
8:30 a.m., 1st Floor, IFGC
Buyers, jumpstart your day with a complimen-
tary cup of Starbucks coffee and a Krispy Kreme 
donut.

Discovery Tour – Christmas 
9 a.m., Meet in IFGC Lobby 
Hosted by Design Expert, J Schwanke

AFIA Design Expert J Schwanke identifies the 
show’s best Christmas offerings.

Top 10 Picks – Containers
11:30 a.m., 1st Floor, IFGC
Design Expert J Schwanke reveals his Top 10 
Picks containers.  Save time and precious steps! 

Panel Discussion:
Best Business Practices for NOW 
12:30 p.m., 1F324, IFGC
Presenter:  J Schwanke AIFD, PFCI, AAF with 
guest panelists
$5 includes box lunch

Join J Schwanke and a panel of leading industry 
business people as they discuss best practices 
for thriving in today’s economic environment.  

Buyer Hospitality - Vino and Brews
4 p.m., 1st Floor, IFGC
Pick from a variety of beer and wines and snack 
on mixed nuts from our rolling cart.

Discovery Tour –
Best of Christmas & Floral FINDS
4 p.m., Meet in the IFGC Lobby

This is your ticket for a walk through the Holiday 
& Home Expo’s temporary booths to discover 
what’s new!

Big Cash Giveaway  
4 p.m., 1st Floor, IFGC
Shop Holiday & Home Expo for your chance to 
win $500.  Just turn in a purchase order from 
any Holiday & Home Expo exhibitor to be 
entered into the drawing.

Seminar – ‘Tis the Season:  International 
Colors & Trends for the Holidays
5 p.m., Home for the Holidays exhibit, Grand 
Pavilion at the Trade Mart
Michelle Lamb, senior editor of The Trend Curve™ 
reveals Europe’s best new looks for the holiday 
season in an hour-long presentation filled with 
images and commentary. Attendees will also get 
a sneak peek at her recently released Christmas 
color forecast for 2010 – 2011.

Saturday, June 27
Java Jumpstart
8:30 a.m., 1st Floor, IFGC
Buyers, jumpstart your day with a complimen-
tary cup of Starbucks coffee and a Krispy Kreme 
donut.

Discovery Tour – Trends & Merchandising
9 a.m., Meet in IFGC Lobby 
What can showroom windows tell you about 
upcoming trends?  Follow Design Expert J 
Schwanke as he pinpoints trends and clever dis-

play techniques.  
Top 10 Picks – Decorative Accessories
11:30 a.m., 1st Floor, IFGC
There is so much to see...let AFIA’s Design Expert, 
J Schwanke help narrow the search with his Top 
10 favorites in decorative accessories. 

Seminar – Home Décor Trends 
Noon, Seasons Gallery, IFGC
Presenter:  Michelle Lamb, Marketing Directions
$5 includes box lunch
Editor of The Trend Curve and a respected indus-
try consultant, Michelle Lamb is a leading author-
ity on home accessory trends affecting consumer 
buyer behavior.  Her trend tracking expertise 
will help you identify products, colors, patterns 
and designs that can help you turn trends into 
profits.  

Buyer Hospitality - Sweet Treats
4 p.m.; 1st Floor, IFGC  
Grab a holiday version of our popular Rice 
Krispy™ treats while you shop the International 
Floral and Gift Center.

Big Cash Giveaway  
4 p.m., 1st Floor, IFGC
Shop Holiday & Home Expo for your chance to 
win $500.  Just turn in a purchase order from 
any Holiday & Home Expo exhibitor to be 
entered into the drawing. 

Seminar - Matt’s Ultimate:
Colorful Botanicals
5 p.m., 1F324, IFGC
Presenter:  Matt Wood, AIFD
When it comes to selling merchandise, nothing 
influences more than color!  Designer extraor-
dinaire Matt Wood AIFD works his magic on 
stage using permanent botanicals and decora-
tive accessories in cheerful, vibrant hues that 
enhance today’s interiors.  Challenging times 
demand smart selling and merchandising.  Tout 
the low maintenance and longevity of perma-
nents and use the sensory appeal of color.

Sunday, June 28
Java Jumpstart
8:30 a.m., IFGC Lobby
Buyers, jumpstart your day with a complimen-
tary cup of Starbucks coffee and a Krispy Kreme 
donut.

Buyer Hospitality - Candy Bar 
4 p.m. Christmas & Floral FINDS
Stop by Christmas and Floral FINDS for a sweet 
afternoon treat!

Monday, June 29
3 p.m. Christmas & Floral F!NDS closes
 
Buyer Hospitality - Snack Attack
4 p.m.; 1st Floor, IFGC 2
Drop by to pick up cheese and crackers and a 
glass of apple juice on your way to your next 
appointment.

SHOW SCHEDULE
June 24-30, 2009
Christmas & Floral FINDS
June 26-29, 2009
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HOLIDAY FUN
1. Argyle Pumpkins

Seen At: Designs Combined IFGC - 1F111

2. Holiday TV Music Box
Seen At: Winward IFGC - 1F215

3. Holly Ice Cube
Seen At: Allstate IFGC - 2F234

4. Christmas Chicken w/ Wreath
Seen At: Don Mechanic WTC - 423

5. Glitter Gecko Gold 12.5“
Seen At: Lincoln Imports IFGC - 2F128

6. Balancing Snowman Garden Stake
Seen At: California Floral IFGC - 1F122

7. Angel Tear Lights
Seen At: Jim Marvin WTC - 239

8. Red Deco Flex Tubing
Seen At: Craig Bachman IFGC - 1F406

9. Flocked Polar Bears
Seen At: Regency IFGC - 2F140

10. Bird Garland - Green
Seen At: Evergreen Meck - IFGC - 1F442

BONUS PICKS:  
Deco Mini Laser Berries, Cubes and Large Berries -  

Direct Export, IFGC - 2F310. 

Springy Spray (Red, Green & Gold) - Calisino, IFGC - IF115 

Black Glitter Skull - California Floral, IFGC - 1F121 

Bottles w/ Handle - Winward, IFGC - 1F215
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COLOR
RED    1. Glitter Jewel Velvet Poinsettia

Seen At: Evergreen Meck IFGC - 1F442

GREEN    2. Woodland Tree & 4” Topaz FLK Leaf Ribbon
Seen At: Transpac IFGC - 1F210

Jim Marvin WTC 239

PLATINUM    3. Taupe and Platinum Ball Ornament
Seen At: Direct Export IFGC - 2F310

PURPLE    4. Purple Ornament Group
Seen At: Calisino IFGC - 1F115

BLACK    5. 35” Poinsettia Stem Black/Silver
Seen At: Autograph Foliages WTC - 398

1 2

TRENDS
SILHOUETTE   1. Frosted Vase w/ Bug & Monstera Cutaway

Seen At: Diamond Star IFGC - 2F200

EARTH FRIENDLY   2. Star Recycle Ornament
Seen At: Direct Export IFGC - 2F310

GIFTS OF THE MAGI   3. Standing Kings
Seen At: Royal Green IFGC - 1F117

SCRIPT    4. Joy, Cheer, Tree
Seen At: Lincoln Imports IFGC - 2F128

MARY HOLDING BABY   5. Holy Family
Seen At: California Floral Imports IFGC - 1F121

1 2

WALL DECOR/WREATHS
1. “Be Merry” Wall Plaque

Seen At: Designs Combined IFGC - 1F111

2. Red Pine Cone Wreath
Seen At: Galt International IFGC - 1F340

3. Felt Snowman With Sled
Seen At: Lins IFGC - 2F301

4. 19” Holly w/ Berry Wreath Varigated
Seen At: Allstate IFGC - 2F234

5. Magnolia Leaf Pine Cone Wreath
Seen At: Royal Green IFGC - 1F117

6. Reindeer Wall Plaque
Seen At: Regency IFGC - 2F140

7. Holly Cone Wreath
Seen At: California Floral IFGC - 1F121

8. Metal Candy Stripe Bow
Seen At: Transpac IFGC - 1F210

9. Poinsettia Wreath
Seen At: Lincoln Imports IFGC - 2F128

10. Gold Dust Wreath
Seen At: Winward IFGC - 1F215

BONUS PICKS:
Glitter Leaf Design Ball Plaque Pearl - Arty, IFGC - 2F101

Glitter Branch Rectangle Wreath Mirror -  
Jim Marvin, WTC - 239
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STEMS
1. Poinsettia Desert Spray

Seen At: Direct Export IFGC - 2F310

2. Pine w/ Red Jingle Bells
Seen At: Designs Combined IFGC - 1F111

3. Iced Holly Spray
Seen At: Allstate IFGC - 2F234

4. Glitter Pine Spray - Winter Green
Seen At: Craig Bachman IFGC - 1F406

5. Magnolia 41” Two-Tone White
Seen At: Winward IFGC - 1F215

6. Bubble Flower Spray
Seen At: Royal Green IFGC - 1F117

7. Morning Glory Leaves Spray
Seen At: Jim Marvin WTC - 239

8. Poinsettia Spray 14” Gold- Copper
Seen At: Lincoln Imports IFGC - 2F128

9. Greetings Net Embossed Poinsettia Pick
Seen At: Calisino IFGC - 1F115

10. Frosted Cotton Spray
Seen At: Autograph Foliages WTC - 398

BONUS PICK:  
Holly Leaf Berry Branch -  

Direct Export, IFGC - 2F310
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PRE-MADES
1. Vanda Orchid Cube w/ Gold Fish (inside)

Seen At: Allstate IFGC - 2F234

2. Centerpiece Starlight
Seen At: Winward IFGC - 1F215

3. Candle Holder Poinsettia
Seen At: Lincoln Imports IFGC - 2F128

4. Triple Cedar Bonsai
Seen At: Lins IFGC - 2F301

5. Potted Berry Ivy Ball
Seen At: Royal Green IFGC - IF117

6. Topiary Tree w/ Pot (2 in box)
Seen At: Galt International IFGC - IF340

7.  2 Candle Green Centerpiece
Seen At: Calisino IFGC - 1F115 

8. Star Boxwood Topiary
Seen At: California Floral Imports IFGC 1F121 

9. Twig Tree w/ Glittered Berries
Seen At: Royal Green IFGC - 1F117

10.  Ruby Red Square Arrangement
Seen At: Winward IFGC - 1F215

BONUS PICK: 
Potted Snake Grass Plant - Amazing Green, 1F221
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ORNAMENTS
1. Glass Open Drop Ornaments
Seen At: Lins IFGC - 2F301

2. Glass Egg Ornament
Seen At: Royal Green IFGC - 1F117

3. See Thru Ornaments
Seen At: Arty IFGC- 2F101

4. Display Ornament
Seen At: Direct Export IFGC - 2F310

5. Glittered Dot Ornament
Seen At: Autograph Foliages WTC - 398

6. Mirror Spiky Ball Ornament 6”
Seen At: Allstate IFGC - 2F234

7. Penguins and Santa (set of 3)
Seen At: Lins IFGC - 2F301

8. Jewel Topiary Ornament
Seen At: Regency IFGC - 2F140

9. Greetings Cut Away Amaryllis Cup Red/Lime
Seen At: Calisino IFGC 1F115

10. Nest Ornament Set
Seen At: Jim Marvin WTC - 239

BONUS PICK: 
Striped Deer, Winward - IFGC F215 
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DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES
1. Coffee Table

Seen At: Royal Green IFGC - 1F117

2. Christmas Houses & Church
Seen At: California Floral IFGC - 1F121

3. Basket w/ Beads
Seen At: OIC IFGC - 1F448

4. Glass Trees Champagne, Gold & Peach
Seen At: Arty IFGC - 2F101

5. Fabric Stocking w/ Poinsettia
Seen At: Lins IFGC - 2F301

6. Vases - Gold & Green
Seen At: Diamond Star IFGC - 2F200

7. Rectangle Glass Poinsettia Plate
Seen At: California Floral IFGC - 1F121

8. Sleigh Candy Dish
Seen At: Transpac IFGC - 1F210

9. Snowflake Tree Skirt
Seen At: Direct Export IFGC - 2F310

10. Zen Umbrella Topiary
Seen At: Amazing Green IFGC - 1F221

BONUS PICK: 
 Tin Deer Red & Green Glitter, Jim Marvin - WTC 239
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SANTAS
1. Santa Sitting w/ Red & White Sweater

Seen At: Arty IFGC - 2F101

2. 10x21 Santa Head Wall Piece
Seen At: California Floral IFGC - 1F121

3. Santa Crewel Ornament
Seen At: Direct Export IFGC - 2F310

4. Fossilized Santa
Seen At: Don Mechanic WTC - 423

5. Santa Holding Tree
Seen At: Designs Combined IFGC - 1F111

6. Mouse Santa 
Seen At: Galt International IFGC - 1F340

7. Felt Pom Pom Santa Ornament
Seen At: Lins IFGC - 2F301

8. Old St. Nick Clock
Seen At: Winward IFGC - 1F215

9. Tin Santa & Snowman Bell
Seen At: Lincoln Imports IFGC - 2F128

10. Santa Stocking Holders
Seen At: Transpac IFGC - 1F210

1 2What’s RED HOT for Christmas 2009! J’s 
Top 10 Picks…

My biggest challenge in creating my Top 
10 Picks for the American Floral Industry 
Association at the Holiday and Home Expo 
in Dallas is this…

There are WAY too Many RED HOT Items to 
choose from in Dallas! It takes a Keen Eye 
and persistence to find the Best of the Best 
when there are so many great things! 

People always remark how much fun it MUST 
be to go on a buying trip. I know you will 
agree… “It’s HARD Work”. Seeing so much, 
sensory overload, hundreds of showrooms, 
Millions of items and YOU left to “Walk” it 
all in search for that NEXT GREAT THING!

My goal is to help! Help you get a leg up, 
shorten your search and direct you to the 
Latest and Greatest FINDS throughout the 
Flower World in Dallas. Hundreds of people 
enlist my help and turn up everyday to see 
the TOP 10 Picks for Santa, Ornaments, 
Decorative Accessories, Wreaths, Wall 
Décor and MORE!

Complete lists of My Top Ten picks are 
available at www.afia.net! You can 
download your very own copy of all the lists 
complete with showroom information! There 
is also an archive so you can check out the 

hot sellers from past shows…many of these 
products are Still SELLING Like Hotcakes 
throughout North America!

Highlights this year were Diorama Music 
Boxes set inside Vintage Televisions from 
Winward, Peridot (light lime) Permanent 
Botanicals from Direct Export, Large 
(ostrich size) Glass Eggs with “Frosting-
esque décor and jewels from Royal Green 
and Holiday Script (Cheers) Candle Holders 
from Lincoln Imports…

I saw numerous interpretations of the MAGI 
(three wise men)…unique, ornate, simple or 
impressionistic… 

Symbolic tender representation of Mary 
HOLDING the Baby Jesus in Nativity sets…

Cut-away Patterns, Silhouettes and 
Filigree patterns on ornaments, vases and 
containers…

Chartreuse Green and Red were prominent 
colors signifying the return to Tradition with a 
TWIST on Contemporary…while Chocolate 
Brown held steady for yet another return in 
2009. Black is waiting patiently in the wings 
and pairing up with Laser Lime and Holiday 
Red for 2009!

Platinum pulled into the lead as the MAGIC 

Metal for 2009! A Boxed Set of Platinum 
Topiaries from Galt and Powerful Pre-made 
from Winward personified Platinum as 
Perfectly Profitable!

Pre-made arrangements are significant and 
help us Stabilize Labor…a strong strategy 
for Success this holiday Season… wreaths, 
vases, candleholders and even decorative 
accessories showcased Permanent 
Botanicals. FROZEN in Time for the Holidays 
were portrayed to perfection by Allstate 
with Holly Ice Cubes and Water Illusion vase 
complete with 24K Gold Fish!

Whatever your needs, however strong your 
desires -  traditional, contemporary, vintage 
or romantic…the Showrooms throughout the 
Dallas Market offer a WORLD of opportunity 
for Magical Marketing and Holiday 
Happiness for Christmas 2009! You can’t 
miss RED!


